
It’s been a pleasing start to the year so far, so let’s talk 
some stats. Currently the stable is at 93 wins and I would 
dearly love to chalk up a century and hit 100 wins by 
season’s end. It’s quite satisfying to reflect on my first 
season training in Australia in the 2011-2012 season 
when I put a mere 12 wins on the board - not a bad 
growth rate. 

At present, my strike rate is a very respectable 17%. I’m 
closing in on $6 million stakes for you, my owners and 
clients, and won’t be far off this lofty goal. 

In terms of horses, it’s been a fine Autumn/Winter and 
Irithea, Fun Fact and Redouble have been the highlights. 
We have also won three staying stakes races Grand Prix,  
Canberra Cup and Gosford Cup in 2019.

This time of the year is always charged with anticipation 
for the Spring ahead. I have some stable stalwarts 
returning to the fold ready for their next preps, and 
looking forward, Goodfella and Nordicus trial next week. 

Goodfella is going as well as ever and will be aimed 
towards the Listed Winter Stakes (1400m) then 
the Listed Winter Challenge Stakes (1500m) on the 
13th July and 27th July respectively. “Prime Candidate 
(4 from 5) is due to trial early July and has come back 
well after a fetlock injury followed by a long rest.  

European import Night Of Power is going well and will 
also trial for the second time on the 5th of July and look 
to kick off Mid July – he is a laid back customer who has 
plenty of quality. Stable veteran and Gosford Cup winner 
Sir Plush is back in and looking as good as ever. I hope to 
hit the early Spring running with him, and then will look 
to the Summer.

Not to be outdone by the veterans, I also have a promising 
bunch of 2yos that have run well and are placed nicely to 
kick off next season - Savoury, Redjina, Courageous and 
Harajuku among them. 

The recently announced stake money increase in NSW 
is very exciting and with a raft of new races there is no 
better time to be involved! Ensure you check out pages 
7 and 8 for details on how to secure your shot at these 
newly bulging purses with a Bjorn Baker horse. 

We also have some big staff news, so be sure to scroll on 
through for the update, and my horses to watch list is 
worth perusing. 

I wish you a warm and successful end to the racing 
season, and look forward to sharing in the 2019/2020 
season with you.

FROM THE TRAINER

Winter 2019

Celebrating FUN FACT’S win in the Group 3 Grand Prix Stakes 

https://vimeo.com/344940979


2019 Season Highlights

Fun Fact’s owners celebrate his victory in the Group 3 Grand Prix 
Stakes at Eagle Farm 25th May 

 Irithea takes out the Group 3 Darley Crown at Hawkesbury 
27th April

Redouble wins the Listed Spear Chief Handicap at Doomben 1st June

Green Aeon wins at HQ 27th March 

 Soldier of Love salutes at Gosford 25th April

Samadoubt wins the listed Canberra Cup 10th 
March

Echo Jet flies at Warwick Farm 17th April  

Vega wins at HQ on the 1st May
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2019 Season Highlights

Perigord wins at Wyong 20th June Doctor Zous wins at Wyong 20th June

Lucky Siren brings up at double at Goulburn 14th JuneShe’s Ideel salutes at Goulburn 14th June

Oksal salutes at Goulburn 17th May 

PERIGORD

DOCTOR ZOUS

LUCKY SIREN

SHE’S IDEEL

OKSAL

He’s A Hotshot wins at Nowra 26th May

 Baaed wins at Hawkesbury 8th May 

Manly Cove pictured with his owner Abel Taji and 
connections at Gosford 30th May

HE’S A HOTSHOT
MANLY COVE

BAAED



It’s with reluctance that I must announce that Jack Bruce 
will finish up with Bjorn Baker Racing at the end of the 
season. Jack joined us out of the Godolphin Flying Start 
program four years ago. He underwent a baptism of fire 
and has been a steady presence, an asset to the stable 
and great in front of the camera. It is a compliment to 
him that he has been head-hunted by one of Australia’s 
biggest training operations. We wish him all the best!

Stephen Mclean joined Bjorn Baker Racing in March this 
year in a dual role to assist both Jack in Racing Manager 
duties and Jason as his Assistant Foreman. Stephen was 
hired with an eye to succession planning, and I have 
been very impressed with his enthusiasm, commitment 
and work ethic to date. 

Stephen has been Travelling Foreman for the duration 
of the Brisbane Carnival, but he too will undergo his 
own baptism of fire, as I am pleased to announce he will 
step into the role of my Racing Manager come the new 
season.

Stephen grew up in Bundaberg, QLD, often attending 

local race meetings with his parents. However the racing 
game well and truly hooked him in after experiencing a 
yearling sale on the Gold Coast. 

He started travelling to New Zealand during his school 
holidays for work experience at Hallmark Stud with Mark 
and Denny Baker, which then turned into a full-time 
position for three years before returning to Australia to 
work for Mick Kent in Cranbourne. 

After two and a half years in Victoria, experience further 
abroad beckoned, and Stephen moved to Newmarket, 
England to take up a Pupil Assistant’s role with Chris 
Wall for 18 months. 

En route home to Australia, he stopped off in the USA 
for 12 months working as a Travelling Foreman to Tom 
Morley in New York and New Orleans.

Upon his return to Australia, Stephen landed in Ballarat, 
taking on the role of Racing Manager for Archie Alexander 
for a short stint before finding his way to Bjorn Baker 
Racing. We are pleased to have him on board!

Staff News
Stephen Mclean  JOINS BJORN BAKER RACING

STEPHEN (LEFT) WITH JACK 



Music Magnate was a grand campaigner for Bjorn Baker and 
a horse who not only helped put the Warwick Farm trainer 
on the map but the horse himself also helped elevate the 
gelding’s sire Written Tycoon into the top echelon of stallions 
standing in Australia.

And now Baker has said goodbye to the rising eight-year-
old, who was a $45,000 purchase from New Zealand, after he 
was retired to a lush Victorian paddock to live out his days.

Music Magnate – the winner of the Group 1 Doomben 10,000 
in 2016 – finished his career in May having won nine of his 
31 starts and more than $1.2 million in prize money despite 
encountering numerous ailments throughout his career 
that often hindered his on-track performances.

“He has been a fantastic advertisement for the stable,” 
Baker says. 

“He was a cheap yearling purchase (when I could afford 
Written Tycoons) who went through the grades, culminating 
in the Doomben 10,000 victory. 

“It was sad to see him go but I am happy that he retires 
sound and healthy.”

Music Magnate also took Baker to Dubai last year where 
he competed in the Group 1 Al Quoz Sprint at Meydan and 
managed to win races at from ages three to six.

Music Magnate was not the only seven-figure earning stable 
star that Baker has farewelled in recent months with “war 
horse” Egyptian Symbol retired to the breeding barn.

The dual Group 3 winner is a daughter of New Zealand’s 
Group 1-winning older sprinter of 2002-03 Our Egyptian 
Raine – herself eight times Group 1 runner-up – earned more 
than $1.5 million under the care of Baker.

Her career reads 32 starts for eight wins and 10 placings and 
justified breeder Cressfield for retaining her to race.
Remarkably, she raced for four consecutive years at the Gold 
Coast on Magic Millions race day, going close to landing the 
big prize at her first three attempts before scoring at big 
odds this year in the $1 million Magic Millions Sprint.

The victory capped off a grand race career which was 
officially ended after a three-start Sydney late summer-
autumn campaign earlier this year.

“I was delighted to be given the opportunity to train the well-
bred Egyptian Symbol and she lived up to her pedigree by 
winning numerous stakes races and just over $1.5 million,” 
he said. 

“She was extremely fast and powerful and had rare 
acceleration.”

Egyptian Symbol will be covered by I Am Invincible this year.

Baker farewells stable stars
MUSIC MAGNATE 
& EGYPTIAN SYMBOL



Bjorn Baker has previously stated his love of 
the Gold Coast and the Magic Millions sales 
and carnival in January but escaping to 
Queensland during winter isn’t bad either to 
the trainer.

Having trained a winning double during the summer with 
Egyptian Symbol and Redouble at the Gold Coast, Baker 
returned to the sunshine state to prepare a stakes race 
double.

Redouble – who won the Magic Millions Cup on January 12 
– returned to Queensland for his autumn-winter campaign 
and claimed the Listed Spear Chief Stakes (1350m) at 
Doomben, providing another significant dividend for his 
loyal owners.

The victory took the rising six-year-old’s earnings past 
$1 million and Baker is already looking ahead to further 
lucrative Queensland raids during the summer.

“He has gone to the paddock and all sights are being aimed 
at trying to score an elusive double in the Magic Millions Cup 
in 2020,” Baker said.  “He is a stable favourite who has done 
a remarkable job. He keeps on improving – bring on next 
year.”

Arguably Baker’s best training performance in recent 
months may well be Fun Fact, a three-
year-old acquired from another stable, 
who claimed his biggest success in the 
Group 3 BRC Grand Prix Stakes (2200m) 
at Eagle Farm in May.

It came at his eighth run for his campaign, 
his first for Baker, and elevated to a new 
level on the back of a benchmark race 
victory at Warwick Farm at his previous 
start on May 15.

“He is a tough, tough, tough front-
runner who won the Grand Prix before 
getting into an awkward spot in the 

Queensland Derby,” he said. “He was purchased as a 
tried horse to race in the Magic Millions Stayers Cup 
and will have a well-earned break before hopefully 
getting up to the Gold Coast in January. He is a 
laidback customer who is a dude to have around.”

Next campaign is going to be fun – and that’s a fact. 
Sorry …

QUEENSLAND
Sunny

FUN FACT AND REDOUBLE 



BRAZEN BEAU 
BRAZEN BEAU was crowned Champion 3YO Colt in Australia, winning the Group 1 VRC 
Newmarket Handicap and the Group 1 Coolmore Stud Stakes. Having only produced 17 
runners to date from his first crop, he has already sired two winners with his son ACCESSION 
winning the Listed ATC Inglis Nursery, another son TASSORT finishing second in the Group 
2 ATC Silver Slipper Stakes and his daughter FIRST DAWN finishing third in the Listed MRC 
Merson Cooper Stakes.

BELLE’S READY 
BELLE’S READY (More Than Ready) is a two-time winning daughter of More Than Ready who 
finished fourth in the Listed MRC Northwood Plume Stakes. She has produced two foals to 
race for one winner. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
“A cracking Brazen Beau filly by a stallion who is flying. He currently has the favourite for the 
Golden Slipper and this filly very much looks like her father. She is precocious with a lovely, 
deep girth and a fluid action. She is a strong, good looking filly.”  

Lot 70 | Brazen Beau x Belle’s Ready filly 

Bjorn Baker 
      GET INVOLVED

Contact: 
Email: bjorn@bakerracing.com.au

This filly was purchased from the Inglis Melbourne Premier Sale for $180,000



SCISSOR KICK 
SCISSOR KICK, is the winner of the Group 3 Eskimo Prince Stakes, the Group 3 Up & Coming 
Stakes and the Listed Rosebud Handicap. Scissor Kick’s oldest progeny are yearlings. 

DIAMONDS OF DUBAWI 
DIAMONDS OF DUBAWI (Dubawi) is a daughter of Dubawi who was a winner of four races. This 
filly hails from the family of RUFFLES who was Champion Older Female Sprinter in Australia, 
being a winner of the Group 1 VRC Newmarket Handicap. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
“The Scissor Kick filly from Diamonds Of Dubawi is a very athletic, strong, forward filly by a very 
exciting young son of Champion stallion Redoute’s Choice. She is a from a Dubawi mare who is 
a Champion stallion in Europe and from the great Australian family of G1 Newmarket Handicap 
winner Ruffles. She is a filly with a great attitude and really stood out amongst the progeny of 
the first season stallions.” 

Lot 259 | Scissor Kick x Diamonds of Dubai filly

Bjorn Baker 
      GET INVOLVED

Contact: 
Email: bjorn@bakerracing.com.au

This filly was purchased from the Inglis Classic Sale for $40,000



Darby Racing and Bjorn Baker had cause to 
celebrate during the autumn – and twice.

Baker and the prominent syndicator combined for two 
stakes victories in consecutive months, with tough gelding 
Samadoubt proving too good in landing the Listed $200,000 
Canberra Cup (2000m) in early March and mare Irithea 
taking out the Group 3 Hawkesbury Crown (1300m) nearly 
seven weeks later.

Samadoubt, who has won more than $500,000 in prize-
money, led throughout to take out the Canberra Cup, tactics 
that Baker is already looking forward to employing in the 
spring with the son of Not A Single Doubt. 
He returned to Warwick Farm earlier in June ready for his 
next campaign.

Baker said: “He is one tough customer who I can’t wait to 
see rolling near the lead in the spring. Added another bow 
to his string winning the Canberra Cup and under the right 
conditions, he can’t be ruled out of any race.”

The Group 3 success of the consistent Irithea, a daughter of 
Snitzel, provided a big return to her syndicate of owners, and 
the win was worth than just the $94,200 first prize money 
she earned on April 27.
Irithea raced three times in Brisbane following her victory, 
including finishing fourth in the Group 1 Kingsford-Smith 
Cup (1300m), another pedigree-enhancing run.

The five-year-old is currently enjoying the sun on her back 
in the paddock but Baker is already planning for the spring.

“She has done a fantastic job this time in winning the 
Hawkesbury Crown,” the trainer said. “Irithea is a lovely 
laidback mare who is now a Group 3 winner and Group 1 
performer. She just keeps improving and has huge residual 
value that her owners hopefully will be able to capitalise on 
when her racing career is over.

“But not before we pick out a target next preparation.”

Darby Days



A weekly stable tip, straight from the horse’s mouth! 
Be sure to check our Twitter & Facebook page weekly for Bjorn’s 
Best. 

SPRING BLACKBOOKERS:  
Green Aeon

Sir Plush

Let It Pour

Savoury

#BjornsBest

FOLLOW on Instagram 
@bbakerracing 

FOLLOW on twitter
@bjornbakerracing

LIKE on Facebook 
Bjorn Baker Racing 
facebook.com/bjornbakerracing 


