
It has been a tremendous, yet hectic, start to 2019. 
After I labelled 2108 “The Year of the Second”, it was 
so satisfying to start the year by winning two races 
on Magic Millions Day with both stable stalwart, 
Egyptian Symbol, and Redouble. 

It has been extremely busy with the Magic Millions 
Sales at the Gold Coast, New Zealand Bloodstock 
Sales in Auckland and the Inglis Classic Sale on my 
back door step at Warwick Farm. Along with some 
pleasing purchases, I have picked up numerous 
yearlings yet I am always still looking to acquire 
more. Opportunities to get involved with recent 
purchases are fast closing off, so I may yet pick up 
further yearlings at the upcoming sales - don’t forget 
to register your interest. 

In addition to those special Magic Millions wins, I 
experienced a special thrill when Sir Plush won the 
Listed Gosford Gold Cup for long time supporter 
Maurie McLeod.

And of course, it was huge to see stable darling, 
Champagne Cuddles, impressively win the Group 2 
Yarraman Park Breeders Stakes at my home track, 
Warwick Farm,  with Samadoubt making it a stable 
double. 

I’m looking forward to the autumn racing carnival 
kicking off!

See you at the track,

FROM THE TRAINER

Enjoying every moment of the Magic Millions 
Race Day

This is what victory feels like! Enjoying a hug with 
Champagne Cuddles breeders & close relative of 
the many female owners, Stuart Ramsey.

Summer  2019



2019 Season Highlights

Egyptian Symbol wins the $1m Magic Millions Sprint  
Redouble wins the $1m Magic Millions Cup 

Sir Plush proves too good for his rivals 
in the Listed Gosford Cup

Missybeel outstays them at Randwick on the 21st December 

Redouble 
wins at Royal 
Randwick 
the 29th 
December 

Samadoubt’s owners celebrate his win at Warwick Farm on the 9th February & he wins again on the 5th January on the 
Kensington track

Champagne Cuddles captures the Group 2 
Breeders Stakes

EGYPTIAN SYMBOL

REDOUBLE

REDOUBLE

SIR PLUSH

SAMADOUBT

MISSYBEEL

CHAMPAGNE CUDDLES



2019 Season Highlights

Irithea wins for the Darby Racing team at Rosehill on the 
8th December 

Rosina Kojonup wins at 
Headquarters on the 5th December 

Danzie wins at Randwick 6th Nov

Baanone wins at Canberra on the 1st February

Baanone wins 
at Nowra 17th 
February 

Impavido proves too good at Doomben on 
the 29th September

Spencer salutes at Gosford 12th 
February

Samadoubt wins under lights at 
Canterbury 30th Nov

IRITHEA

ROSINA

DANZIE

SPENCER

SAMADOUBT

IMPAVIDO

BAANONE



When Bjorn Baker had an inconsequential, 
although much welcome, winning bet 
on Testa Rossa to win the 1999 Magic 
Millions 2YO Classic little did he realise how 
important that horse would 15 years later 
become in shaping his then fledgling Sydney 
training career. 

If Baker was not already taken with life on the Gold Coast 
and the Magic Millions sales that go with it 20 years ago 
this year, it was certainly cemented when Testa Rossa’s 
son Unencumbered won the big January race in 2014.

Unencumbered, who would win five of his ten starts 
as a two-year-old before being retired to stud at Three 
Bridges Thoroughbreds in Victoria, helped put Baker on 
the map, so to speak, where he is now a top ten Sydney 
trainer. 

Sadly, Unencumbered died last year prematurely just as 
he was starting to make his mark with his first crop two 
and three-year-olds.

“I first went to the Magic Millions Sales when I was 
working for Wakefield Stud in the Hunter Valley as a 
20-year-old working in my Otago University holidays,” 
Baker recalled this month. 

“After Scone it was fair to say that the Gold Coast was 
everything and more than I hoped for. After a busy week 
at the sales I was given an hour or two off to go to the 
races and I recall having a $50 win bet on Testa Rossa. 

“In 2013 I then purchased a colt by Testa Rossa out of 
Blizzardly called Unencumbered who was one of my 
first purchases from the Magic Millions and he cost 
$70,0000, which was $70,000 more than I could afford, 
but thankfully Steve Elliot put a syndicate together and 
Unencumbered was my first two-year-old runner as well 
as my first runner at the meeting and he duly saluted.”

Not through a lack of trying, but until this year, Baker’s 
growing stable had not been able to land another big 
winner on the Gold Coast since Unencumbered – but 
that certainly changed in a big way 2019.

First it was Baker’s consistent mare Egyptian Symbol, 

who is owned by loyal stable client Cressfield, to land 
the $1 million Magic Millions Snippets (1200m) after 
coming from last in the 13-horse field. It was her eighth 
win from 30 starts and she has now earned more than 
$1.5 million in prize money.

That win was satisfying enough, but then Redouble won 
the last race by a length on the nine-race card, the $1 
million Magic Millions Cup (1400m).

All the big players are on the Gold Coast each January 
for the sales and the races – even Godolphin are back 
and part of the action – and Baker was able to win two 
lucrative races after well-planned campaigns.

“Until 2019 I had a frustrating run of placings on Magic 
Millions Day until this year. Egyptian Symbol was returning 
for the fourth and probably last time and Redouble will 
hopefully be returning four times,” Baker said.  

“My planning has already started for 2020.”

Bjorn Baker Racing and partners purchased nine 
yearlings from the 2019 Magic Millions Gold Coast 
Yearling Sale and the trainer will be hoping at least one 
of them will be back on the Gold Coast next January for 
a shot at the headline act, the $2 million Magic Millions 
2YO Classic.

A Magic RACEDAY 



SCISSOR KICK 
SCISSOR KICK, is the winner of the Group 3 Eskimo Prince Stakes, the Group 3 Up & 
Coming Stakes and the Listed Rosebud Handicap. 
Scissor Kick’s oldest progeny are yearlings. 

DIAMONDS OF DUBAWI 
DIAMONDS OF DUBAWI (Dubawi) is a daughter of Dubawi who was a winner of four races. 
This filly hails from the family of RUFFLES who was Champion Older Female Sprinter in 
Australia, being a winner of the Group 1 VRC Newmarket Handicap. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
“The Scissor Kick filly from Diamonds Of Dubawi is a very athletic, strong, forward filly by 
a very exciting young son of Champion stallion Redoute’s Choice. She is a from a Dubawi 
mare who is a Champion stallion in Europe and from the great Australian family of G1 
Newmarket Handicap winner Ruffles. She is a filly with a great attitude and really stood 
out amongst the progeny of the first season stallions.” 

Lot 259 Scissor Kick x Diamonds of Dubai Filly

Bjorn Baker 
      GET INVOLVED

Contact Racing Manager Jack Bruce 
for more information: 
Email: jack@bakerracing.com.au 
Phone: 0427 088 008

This filly was purchased from the Inglis Classic Sale for $40,000
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‘JACK’ OF ALL TRADES

J ack Bruce’s first trip to Sydney 
was to see Black Caviar hunt 
down Hay List in the 2013 TJ 
Smith Stakes. The trip was a 

21st birthday present from his family
Just a few years later he would land 

a job with Bjorn Baker and call Sydney 
home.

“I have always loved racing and my 
father had an interest in it, which is 
where mine came from,” Bruce said.

“He hobby-owned and bred horse 
and did a bit of work as a financial 
consultant in the industry so I’ve 
always followed it from a young age.”

Bruce, now 28, also inherited 
that knack with numbers, holding 
two degrees from the University of 
Canterbury in Christchurch, one in 
accounting and finance and the other 
a BA in economics.

Having finished his study, Bruce 
turned down jobs at a bank and a 
roading company; his heart already 
belonged racing.

At age 19 Bruce gained his first 
experience in the industry, working 
at Windsor Park Stud. He worked 
on and off at the Cambridge-based 
property for about five years.

“It all blossomed from there 
but from that point of view my 
background is very much in a farming 
sense as opposed to the racing 
stables. I couldn’t believe how much 
I enjoyed being around the horses, 
being hands on, being on the farm,” 
said Bruce.

“When you grow up in New Zealand 
a career in racing is a little bit harder 
to see than if you grew up in the 
vibrant Sydney racing industry.

“That said, I was born and bred in the 
Waikato region and fortunately it’s the 
Scone of New Zealand, the Kentucky 
of New Zealand, the real horse capital. 
Horses and dairy farming is what the 
Waikato is known for.”

One of Bruce’s earliest racing 
memories is watching Flying Spur win 
the 1995 Golden Slipper, then there is 

Lonhro. Thousands grew up idolising 
the ‘Black Flash’. Kids in New Zealand 
were no exception.

“Lonhro would front up what 
seemed every weekend, he’d win a 
big Group One,” recalled Bruce.

Bruce is now the Racing Manager 
of Bjorn Baker’s Warwick Farm 
operation and it all came about from 
a chance encounter. 

“I applied for the Darley Flying 
Start, which is now the Godolphin 
Flying Start, and I was lucky enough 
to get on that course. I did the two 
years of travelling around the world 
and all of the education that goes 
with it,” Bruce recalled.

“When I was in Sydney with Flying 
Start I met Bjorn Baker in the bottom 
bar of Rosehill Gardens after the last.

“He had trained a double with 
Burbero and Off the Rails. It poured 
with rain before the last race and 
Burbero snuck up the inside to beat 
one of Kim Waugh’s by a nose.

“Bjorn only had about 
fifty horses in work 
at that stage and I 
just got chatting to 
him because I grew 
up around the corner 
from where (Bjorn’s 
father) Murray trains 
at Cambridge.”

Three and a half years in with Baker, 
Bruce wouldn’t have it any other way.

“We have a very good relationship 
and I really appreciate that, he is not 
only a boss but a mentor to me.

“It’s a tough industry and to be able 
to work with somebody who has a 
smile on their face at 3:30am and it 
still be there at 10:30pm at night is 
really important.

“Bjorn is a very intelligent man. He 

4

JACK BRUCE POSSESSES A STRONG RACING BACKGROUND AND IS 
ENJOYING HIS TIME WITH TOP 10 TRAINER BJORN BAKER, HANDLING 
ALL FACETS WITHIN THE STABLE WORDS: BRAD GRAY  PICTURES: BRADLEY PHOTGRAPHERS

Jack Bruce: “I’m an extra pair of arms and legs for Bjorn, that’s a good way of 
describing my job”
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Jack Bruce (left) representing the Bjorn Baker stable after Free Way had won at Gosford

puts on the persona that he is the fun 
horse trainer but he is a lot smarter 
than the average bear.

“He has good systems in place and 
taught me to train horses but also 
how to run a business and have the 
work ethic you need to succeed in 
Sydney.

“He is a guy who has come over 
here with two slow horses and grown 
his business to be a top 10 trainer in 
Sydney.

“My title is Racing Manager which is 
a loose term for any trainer’s assistant 
in Australia. I’m an extra pair of arms 
and legs for Bjorn, that’s a good way 
of describing my job.

“Because I started when Bjorn 
had 60 horses, I had to be across 
everything to help with the business 
side of things, whether its accounts 
or handling money going in and out, 
but my most important job is to help 
him with the training – trackwork, 
racedays, the medication lists.

“Then there are acceptances, 

nominations, race planning, client 
relations, voice updates. Anything 
to do with the entire running of the 
business. When our foreman is away 
I take more of an active role on the 
ground too.”

Bruce doesn’t deny that going out 
on his own is something to strive for, 
but he knows time is on his side.

“It is certainly something that 
interests me, but I see how hard it is 
to break in and I know firsthand what 
Bjorn has had to sacrifice and how 
hard he had to work,” Bruce said.

“It’s firmly on the backburner 
whilst I work for him and gain all the 
experience I can. He has fostered a 
huge passion in Sydney racing for me 
though.”

Bruce, who played representative 
cricket at a young age against current 
Black Caps Kane Williamson and 
Trent Boult, says punters should keep 
an eye on a “little Dundeel filly called 
Miss Einstein” ahead of the autumn 
carnival.  
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“Because I started 
when Bjorn had 60 
horses, I had to be 
across everything 
to help with the 
business side of things, 
whether its accounts 
or handling money 
going in and out, but 
my most important 
job is to help him 
with the training – 
trackwork, racedays, 
the medication lists.



Magic Millions
i n  p i c t u r e s



WRITTEN TYCOON 
By the Leading Australian Sire of 2yo’s WRITTEN TYCOON who has produced 26 individual 
stakes winners including Group 1 winners TYCOON TARA, MUSIC MAGNATE, WRITTEN 
BY, CAPITALIST and LA LUNA ROSSA. 

MISS EEJAY 
MISS EEJAY (Duke of Marmalade) is a winning daughter of Duke of Marmalade 
who is a half-sister to Group 1 New Zealand Thoroughbred Breeder’s Stakes winner 
ARLINGTONBOULEVARD and to Listed Scottsville Scarlet Lady Handicap winner EUROPE 
TO AFRICA. This filly is the second foal from the mare. 

FROM THE TRAINER 
I couldn’t be more pleased with the purchase of Lot 515 who was the best physical type in 
the sale by one of Australia’s leading stallions in Written Tycoon. She is another precocious, 
early running filly with a great hip and strength through her hindquarter. She comes from 
a very active female family with two siblings by Zoustar that have the potential to add 
to the pedigree in the near future. This filly is also very closely related to Group 1 winner 
Arlingtonboulevard. 

Lot 515 Written Tycoon x Miss Eejay Filly

Bjorn Baker 
      GET INVOLVED

Contact Racing Manager Jack Bruce
for more information: 
Email: jack@bakerracing.com.au 
Phone: 0427 088 008

This filly was purchased from the Inglis Classic Sale for $125,000



Stable Sweetheart, Champagne Cuddles, took out 
the Group 2 Breeders Classic at her home track 
at Warwick Farm in early February, absolutely 
delighting her all female ownership syndicate, 
the Champagne Ladies. Celebrations in the yard 
were exuberant, with plenty of cuddles all round, 
including a boisterous lift by Bjorn of breeder, 
Stuart Ramsey - some say clearing 4 feet. 

Stuart was well-pleased as the win cements 
Champagne Cuddles’ value as a future 
broodmare; incidentally, she is the third horse 
in the stable in 2019 to take his/her winnings 
over the $1million mark, behind Goodfella and 
Egyptian Symbol. 

Bjorn also took great satisfaction from 
triumphing at his home track of Warwick Farm. 
After a plucky third placing in the Kensington 
Stakes at Flemington under considerable weight, 
she was perfectly placed with three weeks 
between runs to confidently take home the win 
at Warwick Farm. Well ridden by Blake Shinn on 
her second start this prep, and nailing one of her 
path-stones on her Autumn race plan, we are 
certainly excited for the upcoming Carnival. 

Champagne flows for the 
CHAMPAGNE LADIES



A weekly stable tip, straight from the horse’s mouth! 
Be sure to check our Twitter & Facebook page weekly for 
Bjorn’s Best. 

#BjornsBest

FOLLOW on Instagram 
@bbakerracing 

FOLLOW on twitter
@bjornbakerracing

LIKE on Facebook 
Bjorn Baker Racing 
facebook.com/bjornbakerracing 




