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Beidi to strike

Tuesday, January 8, 2019
$8.00 inc.GST   I   Vol 23 No.22

The Chris Waller-trained Beidi is ready to peak third-up in the ATC Handicap (1250m) at Canterbury Park tomorrow and can notch his  

second career win. 
The three-year-old son of Stryker finished down the track first-up this campaign behind Chess Star, Roheryn and the 

in-form Heart Conquered before showing improvement when an unlucky fourth to Zalatte at Rosehill Gardens on December 8 after being checked over the  

concluding stages. 
He wasn’t knocked about when third in a recent Rosehill barrier trial and has the services of leading jockey James McDonald.

BET ON 
BEIDI: 
Three-year-old 
gelding Beidi 
is ready to put 
his best foot 
forward in the 
ATC Handicap 
(1250m) at 
Canterbury 
Park 
tomorrow.
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CARYL WILLIAMSON

TRAINER Chris Waller is buoy-
ant about Winx’s upcoming cam-
paign despite his original cau-
tion about whether she would 
indeed have a final preparation.

After observing the champion 
in the stable for the past three 
weeks, Waller says she seems 
as good as ever and is on track 
to return in the Group  2 Apollo 
Stakes on February 16.

Before she races she will tune 
up with two barrier trials, the 
first likely on Tuesday week.

“She’s really well,” Waller 

said. “She had three gallops. 
Amazingly, she is showing the 
same keenness and enthusiasm 
for her work as always.

“It is quite unbelievable. Any 
signs of her ageing aren’t there. 
Any signs of her slowing down 
aren’t there.

“She is as good as we can have 
her.”

Waller said Winx had returned 
to Rosehill with residual fitness 
after her record fourth Cox Plate 
win in October.

“She keeps herself in check. 
She’s an amazing athlete,” he 
said.

“You hear of horses going out 
for spell and getting heavy, put-
ting on condition, but she seems 
to look after herself.

“Everyone at Hermitage and 
my team do everything we can 
to look after her but realistically 
it comes down to her, she is just 
marvellous.”

That ability to keep retain her 
fitness is something her trainer 
believes has kept her racing as a 
seven-year-old when many other 
mares are in the broodmare barn.

“I’m looking for her to get the 
credit for being around for so 
long,” Waller said.

“We have made those decisions 
to pull up when we could have 
gone another run, or not to take 
her overseas, doing certain things 
that would have made it hard.

“But I think Winx will be re-
membered not only for being a 
great horse but for being a great 
horse for a long time and that is 
what singles her out.”

After the Apollo, Winx is 
scheduled to defend the Group 1 
treble of the Chipping Norton, 
George Ryder and Queen Eliza-
beth Stakes.

She is expected to again be con-
firmed the world’s best horse on 

turf for 2018 and seems a shoo-in 
for a fourth Australian Horse-of-
the-Year title barring the emer-
gence of the next superstar with 
the biggest contender Winx’s sta-
blemate, triple Group  1 winner 
The Autumn Sun.

“He has come back 20 kilo-
grams heavier,” Waller said.

“He needed to grow and de-
velop. His manners are fantastic 
and you would not know he is a 
stallion.”

The Autumn Sun has the 
Randwick Guineas as a target 
with Royal Ascot a temptation if 
he does as well as predicted.

Winx is still showing the same zest for racing she always as

Egyptian looks 
ready for Magic
BLUE blood mare EGYP-
TIAN SYMBOL will be back 
in action at the Gold Coast on 
Magic Millions day for a third 
time on Saturday and could 
finally be ready to come home 
with that elusive win.

The Bjorn Baker-trained 
daughter of nine-time Group 1 
performer Our Egyptian 
Raine has a fabulous record 
when racing Magic Millions 
days finishing third in the 
Magic Millions three-year-old 
Guineas in 2015, a 1.9-length 
sixth in the Fillies and Mares 
in 2017 and was third to Vid-
dora in the Sprint last year.

Her only other visit to the 
old Southport track was a 
third place in the Group 3 Vo 
Rogue.

Egyptian Symbol was way 
below her best in three starts 
since winning the Toy Show 
on August 4 but her two trials 
ahead of her trip away have 
been as good as any from a 
mare who has always trialled 
incredibly well.

The horse that beat Egyp-
tian Symbol in the 900m Rose-
hill heat last Wednesday went 
super too — his name is GLE-
NALL, a very solid Listed/
Group  3 class sprinter with a 
great fresh record trained by 
Team Hawkes.

Coolmore’s English/Irish 
Derby winner Camelot has 
a potential star in RE EDIT 
who won on debut at Warwick 
Farm on November 28 over 
1400m on the heavy 8.

The Chris Waller-trained, 
Katsumi Yoshida-owned three-
year-old was doing her best 
work, under no pressure, to 
finish 2.1-lengths from the very 
impressive SANCTIONED 
who is ex-James Cummings 
now with David Pfieffer.

This winner of 1 from 14 tri-
alled super at Canterbury on 
December 20 and even though 
that strike-rate is troubling 
to say the least, he could so 

something quite bold first-up.
There were some two-year-

old performances last week 
that ranged from encourag-
ing to outstanding begin-
ning with the Godolphin filly 
AMERCEMENT who should 
have run second, not fourth, 
in the Gimcrack.

Barrier 14 didn’t do her any 
favours.

We saw then as we did again 
last Thursday what a whirl-
wind finish this daughter of 
Lonhro has on her.

She just reeled in the not 
quite ‘tearaway leader’ in the 
straight to win with plenty of 
class and quality.

Another hugely impressive 
two-year-old on show was the 
David Payne trained DEEP 
CHILL who is from the first 
crop of Wandjina’s out of the 
dual Group  1 winning mare 
Eskimo Queen.

This $120,000 yearling was 
at his best over the last 100m 
or so, he lengthened really 
well and powered through the 
line like Usain Bolt.

A nod to the fifth placed 
horse in this heat namely 
NOMBUSO from the Chris 
Waller stables.

this colt looks quite cheap 
in that he is a Snitzel out of a 

Group  3 Southern Halo mare 
but only cost $325,000.

That said, she’s been a huge-
ly disappointing mare up un-
til now — we hope.

One broodmare that has 
been anything but ordinary 
is Kaaptive Empress who has 
delivered Waller the Group  1 
winning siblings Press State-
ment and Pressday.

Now he has a full to Press 
Statement to win a big race 
with by the name of ANOT-
NIO PADRE.

If you like horses with a 
smooth, fluent action then this 
guy is your pin-up.

Mind you there was nothing 
wrong with the galloping gait 
of NORTH, a Deep Field two-
year-old colt from the Peter 
and Paul Snowden camp.

North, a $300,000 Magic 
Millions Yearling purchase 
in 2018, was always in control 
of his heat which accounts for 
his ‘easy’ 1.3-lengths win.

An interesting horse took 
bronze in the trial by the 
name of IMPACTFUL.

A Waller colt owned (most-
ly) by his breeder, Arrowfield, 
this rather valuable racehorse 
is by Deep Impact and to save 
time, let’s just say that his 
third dam is Shantha’s Choice.

Still with Waller, he sup-
plied the first four over the 
line in Heat 3 and we especial-
ly like the winner MILUNKA 
who was tipped on top (by this 
writer) when she was sched-
uled to debut on the Kensing-
ton Track on New Year’s Day.

She is a well-bred filly who 
looks to have quality about 
her.

Gerald Ryan trialled two 
Snitzel three-year-old fillies 
that went really well namely 
MISS BELIEF who nearly 
threw Jay Ford over the han-
dlebars at the start and Snitzer-
land’s sister, ZELROSA.

Lastly to two three-year-
olds from Team Hawkes that 
have futures, respectively 
— ROCK (by Pierro) and 
BUCEPHALUS, a Segenhoe 
son of Redoute’s Choice and 
stakeswinning mare Miss 
Stellabelle.

Our others from thee heats 
are; WALK THE RUNWAY 
(unraced four-year-old mare 
by All Too Hard from Fash-
ions Afield, SPECIAL MIS-
SILE, SMARTEDGE, SKIL-
LET, BRILLIANT MIND 
and EGYPTIAN MISSILE 
who is a good place to end 
given we started with his half-
sister Egyptian Symbol. 

Egyptian Symbol 
has trialled well 
ahead of her Gold 
Coast tilt.

ShAYNE O’CASS

sydney 
trials


